M I N U T E S

REGULAR MEETING

WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.


A regular meeting of Washington City Council was held Thursday, June 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, 55 West Maiden Street, Washington, Pennsylvania.  Mayor L. Anthony Spossey, presiding, opened the meeting.

ROLL CALL:
Councilman Joseph Manning

- Present



Councilman Terry Faust


- Present



Councilman Thomas Blackhurst

- Absent



Councilman Matthew Staniszewski
- Present



Mayor L. Anthony Spossey

- Present

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mr. Faust, and unanimously carried, to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2011 regular meeting of Washington City Council.


Mayor Spossey then opened the public participation portion of the meeting and the following individuals addressed Council:

1. Georgianna Farkas had several items to discuss. 

(a) She asked when the date is for the opening of the Washington Park swimming pools.  

(b) Ms. Farkas stated she is trying to work on getting a cab within the City from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. for those who do want to go play cards or go drink, to try to reduce the DUI’s in the City.

(c) Ms. Farkas stated that she is looking into bringing an Olive Garden into the downtown area.

(d) Ms. Farkas stated that she has been working with the small business uptown to see what land is actually vacant that people would like to sell to corporates.  She stated that her survey shows a 40% vacancy in the City.

(e) Ms. Farkas again addressed the speeding on Chestnut Street in the 300 and 400 block.  She stated that there is still no resolution on this matter.

(f) Ms. Farkas asked who is responsible for the weeds in the City.  She stated that the weeds are getting out of hand.

(g) Ms. Farkas asked once the property on Highland Avenue is sold, where will those moneys go?

2. Brian Mooney of Boy Scout Troop 1005 addressed Council with a proposal for his Eagle Scout project.  He handed out information to Council about the project.  The project would involve renovating the 7th Ward playground.  He would like to create a hockey area, which will include filling cracks, painting, killing weeks and cleaning the entire area.  Mr. Mooney asked for the approval of City Council, along with assistance from them in completing this project.  Mr. Faust stated that he has met with Mr. Mooney and stated that this is a very worthwhile project and the park department will help with labor and will help with financials that are short.

A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to approve the project presented by Brian Mooney.

3. Matt Uram of the Washington Business District Authority addressed Council regarding bringing people back to the streets and businesses downtown.  The authority is trying a new venue this year; it will be 2nd Fridays – Car Cruise.  He stated that patrons would be able to obtain Happy Days Gold Card, which will have discounts to the local businesses.  To obtain a card, patrons will have to go into a business and buy something.  They are planning to have a sock hop/dance, music and prizes for the car cruise.  Mr. Uram challenged Mayor and Council with the “Power of 10”.  He would like every member of Council to bring at least 10 friends who would not normally visit the downtown to get patrons into the businesses and to see what is downtown.  Mr. Uram stated that there are approximately 25 businesses on the Gold Card with discounts.

4.
Brenda Davis addressed Council regarding the renewal of the City’s towing contract, which was on the agenda for approval.  She asked if the renewal of the contract was advertised in the newspaper for bids.  Mayor Spossey stated “no”.  Ms. Davis asked why not.  Mayor Spossey stated that it is a personal service contract and doesn’t have to be bid.  Ms. Davis asked if that is in the Third Class City Code.  Mayor Spossey stated that it is.  Ms. Davis asked why in the past, other than the past 3 years, it has been advertised.  Mayor Spossey stated that he has no idea.  Ms. Davis asked how many personal service contracts the City holds.  Mr. Manning stated that waste removal can be a personal service contract.  Mayor Spossey stated that off hand he can’t think of another personal service contract.  Mr. Staniszewski stated that this is really a question for the solicitor who isn’t present.  Ms. Davis asked if it wouldn’t make sense to solicit for bids to get the best possible person serving the city.  Mayor Spossey stated it probably would if we thought there were other contracting sources within the City of Washington.  Ms. Davis stated that there are 2 others she can think of.  She stated Rusty’s Towing is in the city and she believes there is another one around.  Mr. Faust stated that Rusty’s Towing is currently located in South Strabane Township and they are temporarily occupying the building on N. Main Street, however, that is a temporary station for them, they are doing business out of South Strabane.  Mr. Faust stated that he spoke with Rusty’s a few years ago about the towing contract and they were actually located out of the City and they indicated that they wouldn’t bid because it wasn’t feasible.    He stated that he can’t answer whether they would want to bid at this time.  Mr. Staniszewski stated that he spoke with one of the owners and that is conflicting as to what he said less than a year ago.  Ms. Davis also stated that she spoke with one of the owners and this is conflicting as they are interested in bidding the contract.  Ms. Davis asked that the vote be tabled to solicit for bids.  Mr. Faust asked Ms. Davis who the other towing service in the City is.  She stated that she will have to get back to him on that.


There being no further public participation, Mayor Spossey closed this portion of the meeting.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Tri-State Supply in the amount of $849.96 for light bulbs, charge the General Fund Reserve #4600/409-373.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Skelly and Loy in the amount of $2,256.90 for professional services rendered on the Catfish Creek Project March 20, 2011 to May 14, 2011, charge 66.00/446-310.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Witmer Public Safety Group in the amount of $3,382.39 for ammunition for the Police Department, charge 15/410-239.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Sarah Wheeler in the amount of $715.50 for clerical work performed on the Rental Registration Program May 9, 2011 through May 20, 2011, charge 84.00/413-240.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Mobile Radio in the amount of $7,041.60 for 18 portable radios with accessories and 3 bank chargers for the Police Department, charge the State Forfeited Property Account #81.00/489-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to authorize a refund in the amount of $50.00 payable to Carolyn Wright Spencer for overpayment on her 2010 Rental Registration, charge 84.00/362-644.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to E. G. & G., Inc. in the amount of $7,625.00 for professional services rendered on Phase III of the Downtown Project for the period ending April 30, 2011, charge 60.00/489-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to amend the budget to transfer $30,000.00 from the General Fund to line item 15/410-188 Additional Police Services.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to amend the budget to transfer $205,873.00 from the General Fund to the Capital Improvement Fund as per the 2011 adopted budget.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to amend the budget to transfer $300.00 from line item #53/454-341 Advertising/Printing to line item #53/454-210 park Office Supplies.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to amend the budget to transfer $260.00 from line item #01.00/389-830 Misc Revenue to line item #17/445-240 Parking Repair & Maintenance.


A motion was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to approve the by-laws of the Citywide Development Corporation (CDC).  


A motion was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to approve the H2O Contract with the DCED to install a new manhole on Strawberry Alley where the existing one has collapsed.  


A motion was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to authorize the City Treasurer to open a new bank account to be called the DCED H2O Account.


A motion was made by Mayor Spossey, seconded by Mr. Faust, and carried, to renew the City of Washington Towing Contract with Isiminger Auto Service, retroactive to April 9, 2011, for an 18-month period to October 31, 2012, with a 20% payment for every impoundment.


ROLL CALL VOTE:
Mr. Manning

- Yes





Mr. Faust

- Yes





Mr. Staniszewski
- Abstain





Mayor Spossey

- Yes


Mayor Spossey stated that Mr. Staniszewski cannot abstain from voting on this matter.  He stated that it has to be a personal issue.  Mr. Staniszewski stated that he can abstain.  He stated that he needs legal counsel’s opinion on this matter and they are not present.  Mr. Manning stated that Mr. Staniszewski just agreed to this a half an hour ago.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to ratify the Service Employees International Union contract.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Washington City Transit in the amount of $6,063.00 for the local matching contribution for FY 10-11, charge 70/492-996.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to authorize a refund in the amount of $497.14 payable to Charles W. and Christina N. Drubel for a duplicate payment on their City real estate tax, charge 1-01/301-010.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to G. G. & C. Bus Company in the amount of $69,944.80 for contracted public transit services performed in April 2011, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Guttman Oil Company in the amount of $24,952.50 for diesel fuel used for public transit services, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Nancy Basile in the amount of $135.04 for May 2011 reimbursement of eligible expenses, including approved travel expenses, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Nancy Basile in the amount of $177.26 for the Transit Office petty cash in order to maintain the Council-approved balance in the account, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Quill in the amount of $160.34 for transit office supplies, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Trib Total Media in the amount of $1,117.56 for a transit legal notice publication, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to the Observer Publishing Company in the amount of $1,064.46 for a transit legal notice publication, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Jeff Zell Consultants in the amount of $512.00 for general capital project contracted on-call services performed through May 21, 2011, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Jeff Zell Consultants in the amount of $10,276.32 for capital project specific contracted on-call services performed through May 21, 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Gannett Fleming Companies in the amount of $3,033.76 for contracted services performed through May 30, 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and  unanimously carried, to approve payment to Astorino in the amount of $23,891.20 for contracted services performed through May 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to approve a Resolution for the transfer of public transit vehicles.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve a Resolution for authorization of submitting and modifying Pennsylvania Department of Transportation DOTGrant objects.


A motion was made by Mr. Faust, seconded by Mr. Manning, and carried, to approve the FY 2011-2012 City Transit budget, amend the City’s 2011 budget accordingly to reflect these figures and release notice of transit program project for FY 2012.


ROLL CALL VOTE:
Mr. Manning

- Yes





Mr. Faust

- Yes






Mr. Staniszewski
- Abstain





Mayor Spossey

- Yes

ELECTED OFFICIALS:


Councilman Joseph Manning:  A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mr. Faust, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Newman Tree Service in the amount of $2,150.00, for the removal of (2) trees, charge 34/413-452.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to appoint Councilman Manning as the City’s voting delegate for the PLCM convention in Erie later this month.


Councilman Terry Faust:  Mr. Faust had no report from his department at this time.


Councilman Matthew Staniszewski:  Mr. Staniszewski thanked everyone for remaining patient as the department is still patching potholes.  


A motion was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and carried, to authorize repair to the Ford 550 in the Street Department in the amount of $7,000, charge the General Fund Reserve 4600/471-617.


ROLL CALL:
Mr. Manning

- Yes




Mr. Faust

- No




Mr. Staniszewski
- Yes

Mayor Spossey
- Yes  (Mayor Spossey stated to Mr. Staniszewski “that is called integrity”)


Mayor L. Anthony Spossey:  Mayor Spossey had no report from his department at this time.


Mayor Spossey announced that the Washington City Building will be closed Tuesday, June 14, 2011 in observance of Flag Day.  Regular office hours will resume Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 8:30 a.m.


Mayor Spossey announced that the next regular meeting of Washington City Council will be held Thursday, July 7, 2011 at 12:00 noon in Council Chambers.  The agenda work session will be held Thursday, June 30, 2011 at 9:30 a.m., also in Council Chambers.


There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Manning, and carried.


ROLL CALL VOTE:
Mr. Manning

- Yes





Mr. Faust

- Yes





Mr. Staniszewski
- Abstain





Mayor Spossey

- Yes








________________________________________








L. Anthony  Spossey, Mayor

_____________________________________
Cathy B. Voytek, City Clerk
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