M I N U T E S

REGULAR MEETING

WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2012

A regular meeting of Washington City council was held Thursday, February 2, 2012 at 7PM in Council

Chambers, 55 West Maiden Street, Washington, Pennsylvania.  Mayor Brenda Davis, presiding, opened

the meeting. 




ROLL CALL:

COUNCILMAN KENNETH WESTCOTT

COUNCILMAN JOSEPH MANNING







COUNCILMAN TERRY FAUST







COUNCILMAN MATTHEW STANISZEWSKI







MAYOR BRENDA DAVIS




SOLICITOR:

LANE TURTURICE, ESQUIRE







(Attorney Lane Turturice was not present at this meeting).




PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski and seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2012 regular meeting of Washington City Council. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning and seconded by Councilman Faust, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2012 reorganization meeting of Washington City Council.

Council held a Budget Works Session before this evening’s meeting. 

Mayor Davis opened the public participation portion of the meeting.  Those signed in to speak were as follows:

· Chief Lemons addressed Mayor and Council with the Police Department’s stats from January 2012. Traffic citations issued were 228, non-traffic citations including disorderly conduct, public drunkenness, ordinance violations, first-time retail thefts as not classified as misdemeanors or above were 50, and criminal arrests which take in misdemeanors and above were 47.  These stats were higher than December which proves that our Officers are out on the streets doing their job. The top 3 violations in January were inspection violations, expired license plates and obedience to traffic control devices which take in failing to stop at traffic lights, stop signs, and speed limit signs.  The Officer for this month who issued the most traffic violations is Officer Paul Becker who was recognized.

· Dave Good from Washington City Transist (GG & C Bus Company) discussed their fare restructuring and the route study. Decisions and comparisons are being done, but big-scale changes will not be made.

· Tom Schneck from West End Neighborhood Watch discussed their last meeting.  The one-man car is working out well.  Penn Dot was invited to their meeting but their Supervisor refused to come but stated that he will fix the issue versus “getting beat-up” at the meeting.  Special permission from Penn Dot was made to blacktop (with good blacktop) the top of the hill.  The West End Neighborhood Watch group has been invited to go to the CLI Meeting at W & J College for the leadership fund.  Tom invited all to attend their meetings.

· Jason Kilgore from Cub Scout Pack #1017 read a thank you letter which was directed to Councilman Staniszewski who met with the Weblos to teach them about City government, the City of Washington and civic duty, doing the right thing, giving without expecting return, and how the Mayor and Council serve the City.  The budget was also discussed.  Aubrey, Mr. Kilgore’s son, delivered thank you notes from the Pack.
· Don and Eleanor Zenner  --  Don discussed his property located at 332 South Main Street.  They have done considerable updates to his home/property including painting.  Before the paint dried dust from the street became imbedded in the paint.  Painting must be done again.  Don’s concerns are three-fold:  6 feet of dirt (located from Judson Wiley up to the railroad tracks) traffic blows soot from traffic on all properties nearby.  Don asked if this was the City’s responsibility or Judson Wiley’s.  Don discussed the loose debris and his concern for the senior citizens tripping on this debris, getting hurt and concern for liability.  Don said that the City of Washington is becoming a center for tourism and is shameful for people to see the debris.  
· Patricia Cherry thanked Mayor and Council to changing meetings to evenings.  Patricia asked what is the benefit for citizens to come to Agenda Meetings.  Councilman Staniszewski explained that at Agenda Meetings issues are discussed, the Council Meetings take action to the actual issues.  Councilman Manning stated that if there is an issue that needs to be addressed the Agenda Meeting is the meeting to attend. 
There being no further public participation, Mayor Davis closed this portion of the meeting.   
4.
A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to take action to authorize and approve the following purchases and payments of bills:

· Edmunds & Associates, Inc. in the amount of $13,549.00 for software maintenance. Charge 23/407-457.

· Metro Technology Services in the amount of $4,124.00 for annual maintenance (Police).  Charge 23/407-457.

· Flint Trading in the amount of $298.50 for balance due on thermoplastic tape purchase.  Charge 77.00/433-700.

· Washington County Redevelopment Authority in the amount of $8,550.00 for Luptap funds (final payment).  Charge 86.00/400-300.

· Tri Star Motors in the amount of $13,747.14 for the partial payment of the 2012 Dodge Charger.  Charge 75.00/482-000.

· Tri-Star Motors in the amount of $8,916.86 for the partial payment of the 2012 Dodge Charger.  Charge 49.00/410-740.

· Donella’s Auto Body in the amount of $7,745.24 for the repairs to Car #2.  Charge 75.00/482-000.

· Solid Waste refund to Dewey Vozel in the amount of $140.48 due to property being vacated prior to sale.  Charge 20.00/364-604.

· PNC Bank in the amount of $118,089.91 for Act 205 YTD collections as of 12/31/2011. Charge 79.00/483-000.

5.
A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to take action to authorize and approve the following purchases and payments of bills for services: 

· North Strabane Township Building Code Enforcement in the amount of $6,949.50 for building permit services.  Charge 34/413-240.

· Berggren and Turturice, LLC in the amount of $3,242.75 for services rendered through 1/31/2012.  Charge 13/404-310.

· GWS, LLC in the amount of $1,600.00 for services rendered regarding grant writing. Charge 14/306-400.

· Skelly & Loy in the amount of $25,970.42 for professional services Catfish Creek Project.  Charge 66.00/446-310. 

6.
A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to take action to accept the resignation of Police Officer, Eric Holt, effective January 30, 2012, and amend the salary ordinance accordingly. 

7.
A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to take action to authorize the Civil Service Commission to provide the next three (3) names on the Police Civil Service list. 

A. A motion was made by Mayor Davis, but died for a lack of second, to take action to hire Robert Ferry as a City of Washington Police Officer, effective February 13, 2012, at an annual salary of $38,710.04 pending successful completion of the physical exam, and to amend the salary ordinance accordingly.  (Motion dies for a lack of second.) 

B. A motion was made by Mayor Davis, but died for a lack of second, to take action to hire Lindsi Kopko as a City of Washington Police Officer, effective February 13, 2012, at an annual salary of $38,710.04 pending successful completion of the physical exam, and to amend the salary ordinance accordingly.  (Motion dies for a lack of second.)

8.
A motion was made by Councilman Faust, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to hire Daniel Grossman as a City of Washington Police Officer, effective February 13, 2012, at an annual salary of $38,710.04 pending successful completion of the physical exam, and to amend the salary ordinance accordingly. 

9.
A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to take action to authorize the following items – with the exception to REMOVE the purchase of 40 sections of 100-foot hose through the Co-Starts system.  Charge 77.411-700:

· Disposal of three (3) Police vehicles:  Car #17, Car #31 and Car #34. 

· Placing City Firefighter, John Riley, on Heart & Lung disability benefits effective/retroactive to   January 10, 2012.  

· Purchase 40 sections of 100-foot hose through the Co-Stars system.  Charge 77/411-700

· City Clerk to re-advertise for bids for Tar/Chip services and Milling services.

· City Clerk to advertise for a special meeting of Washington City Council for the 2012 Budget, Salary Ordinance and General Purposes to take place on Tuesday, February 14th, 2012 at 6PM in Council Chambers.

10.  
A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to take action to permit the Director of Accounts and Finance Department to solicit proposals from Boenning & Scattergood, Inc. and any other actual vendor for the purpose of refinancing all eligible City debt.   

COMMENT:  
Councilman Staniszewski stated that this type of windfall is what the City needs for a long-term, sustainable future. 

11. 
 A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Faust, and unanimously carried to take action to accept and open bids for the Police Department Body Armor (Bullet-Proof Vests). 




Bids were opened by Christy Thomas, City Clerk, and are as follows:

Trappuzano’s Uniforms:  Bond Letter with this bid, Bid Price per vest is $498.00  

Total Bid Price is $15,936.00

Witmer Public Safety Group, Inc:  Check with this bid,  3 Models given.

Model #1
Bid Price per vest is $399.00
    
 Total Bid Price is $12,768.00

Model #2
Bid Price per vest is $584.00      
 Total Bid Price is $18,688.00

Model #3
Bid Price per vest is $755.00
     
 Total Bid Price is $24,160.00

Central Lake Armor Express:
  Check with this bid,  2 Options given.

Option #1
Bid Price per vest is $455.37
 
Total Bid Price is $14,571.84

Option #2
Bid Price per vest is $555.99

Total Bid Price is $17,791.68
 

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried that these bids were tabled at this time upon review with the Police Chief, Mayor Davis, and City Solicitor, Lane Turturice.

12.
A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Mayor Davis, and unanimously carried to take action to accept and open bids for asphalt materials. 

Bids were opened by Christy Thomas, City Clerk, and are as follows:

Hanson Aggregates:  Bond Letter with this bid

Item #1 
1000 Tons ID-2 Surface Asphalt







Unit Price FOB Plant
$60.50

Total Price $60,500.00

Item #2
2000 Tons ID-2 Binder Asphalt

Unit Price FOB Plant  $53.50

Total Price $107,000.00

Item #3
No Bid for Winter Mix

Del-Sir Supply Inc:  Bond Letter with this bid

Item #3
1000 Tons Winter Mix


Unit Price FOB Plant  $89.89


Total Price $89,890.00

Unit Price Delivered At Job Site  $89.80
Total Price $89,800.00

Minimum Load Amount 22 Tons Delivered

Plant Location is 660 West Pike Street, Meadowlands, PA for pickup.

Golden Eagle Construction Company:  Bond Letter with this bid

Item #1
1000 Tons ID-2 Surface Asphalt

Unit Price FOB Plant
 $58.00

Total Price $58,000.00

Item #2
2000 Tons ID-2 Binder Asphalt

Unit Price FOB Plant $53.00


Total Price $106,000.00

Lane Construction Corporation:  Bond Letter with this Bid

Item #1
1000 Tons ID-2 Surface Asphalt


Unit Price FOB Plant  $61.50


Total Price $61,500.00

Item #2
2000 Tons ID-2 Binder Asphalt

Unit Price FOB Plant $51.00


Total Price $102,000.00

Item #3 
1000 Tons Winter Mix

Unit Price FOB Plant
 $72.50

Total Price $72, 500.00

Russell Standard Company:  Bond Letter with this bid

Item #3
1000 Tons Winter Mix

Unit Price Delivered As Directed  $90.00
Total Price $90,000.00

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried that these bids were tabled at this time upon review with the Councilman Staniszewski, Street Superintendent and City Solicitor.

13.
A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Staniszewski, and unanimously carried to take action to authorize the following bank account items: 

· Close the General Fund PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the General Fund Money Market Investment at Washington Financial.

· Close the Liquid Fuels PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the Liquid Fuels Money Market Investment at Washington Financial. 

· Close the General Fund Reserve PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the General Fund Reserve Money Market Investment at Washington Financial. 

· Close the Contingency Reserve Fund PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the General Fund Reserve Money Market Investment at Washington Financial. 

· Close the Downtown Project Revitalization Fund PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the Downtown Project Money Market Investment at Washington Financial. 

· Close the Capital Improvement Fund PA Invest Account and transfer the balance to the Capital Improvement Money Market Investment at Washington Financial.

14.
A motion was made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Manning to take action to authorize and approve the following purchases and payments for transit-related bills: 

· GG&C Bus Company, Inc. in the amount of $71,460.71 for contracted public transit services performed in December 2011, to be paid from the Mass Transit Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available. Charge 28.00/447-330.

· Nancy Basile in the amount of $50.22 reimbursement of eligible expenses incurred in January 2012, to be paid from the Mass Transit Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.   Charge 28.00/447-330.

· Cheryl E. Hopper in the amount of $3,000.00 for payment in full of a lease from 3/1/12 to 12/31/12 for space at Rear 31 North Main Street relating to the E. Chestnut Street transit project.  To be paid from the Mass Transit Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.  Charge 28.00/447-330.

· Jeff Zell Consultants, Inc. in the amount of $10,762.26 for capital project specific contracted on-call services performed through January 2012, to be paid from the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.  Charge 27.00/447-743.

· Earth Savers, Inc. in the amount of $84,150.00 for contracted demolition services performed through January 2012, to be paid from the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.  Charge 27.00/447-743.

· Astorino in the amount of $577.50 for contracted services performed through     January 2012, to be paid from the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.  Charge 27.00/447-743.  

· Gillig Corporation in the total amount of $722,565.00 for the purchase of two (2) 35-foot transit buses as follows:  90% of the total price to be released upon conditional acceptance and the final 10% of the total price to be released upon final acceptance and completion of all contract terms.  Payments will be paid as presented to Council from the Mass Transit Account-Charge 28.00/447-330; Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account-Charge 27.00/447-743; and the PTAF Account-Charge 26.00/447-743 - upon verification by the Finance Department that the stated transit funds are available.
ROLL CALL:

Mr. Westcott -- Yes

Mr. Manning
-- Yes







Mr. Faust -- Yes






Mr. Staniszewski  -- Abstained due to personal conflicts






Mayor Davis – Yes 

15.
A motion was made by Mayor Davis, seconded by Councilman Manning and unanimously carried to take action to authorize and approve the following transit-related items:

· Washington City Transit to negotiate a price and evaluate the feasibility of demolishing the existing Parking Authority building at 50 E. Chestnut Street and to pursue the specifics of securing a trailer or rental space to accommodate staff, including utility cancellations and/or transfers during relocation.

· Washington City Transit, with the assistance of the City’s Solicitor, to pursue property consolidation of parcels at the 50 E. Chestnut Street project site as soon as project boundaries are more defined by the project design team. 
· The proposed restructuring of existing public transit fares of Washington City Transit after review of public comments, and as presented to, and discussed by City Council.
· Washington City Transit to prepare and release a non-binding joint Request for Proposals with Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority to secure proposals for the performance of ADA complementary paratransit services to begin July 1, 2012.
· Washington City Transit to negotiate with their current contractor for the provision of fixed route and administrative services, and to request private local contribution for the upcoming transit fiscal year 2012-2013.
16.
A motion was made by Mayor Davis, seconded by Councilman Manning, unanimously carried to Change Order totaling $32,480.00 with Scheidt & Bachmann as presented to Council to secure fare boxes & equipment.

17.
First Reading:  Bill No 1 of 2012


An ordinance of the City of Washington, Washington County, Pennsylvania, appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for the specific purposes for the City Government hereafter set for the year 2012.  (BUDGET)  
No Vote Required

18.
First Reading:  Bill No 2 of 2012


An ordinance amending ordinance #1356, Chapter 1, Part 2, appointed Officers and Employees.  (SALARY ORDINANCE).
No Vote Required

ELECTED  OFFICIALS:
COUNCILMAN KENNETH WESTCOTT:

A motion was made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Manning and unanimously carried to authorize an emergency purchase of 40 sections of 100-foot hose for the Fire Department. 

 Councilman Westcott had the monthly (January) report from Ron McIntyre, Code Enforcement Officer, calls to serve were 129 during January, total revenue brought in was $8,411.62   Also, congratulations to the Police Officer and Chief present for doing a great job and to the Fire Department for doing a great job.  

COUNCILMAN JOSEPH MANNING:

Congratulations to the Police Officers and Chief Lemons for doing a great job. Councilman Manning noticed one of our Police Officers on foot patrol on his street.    

COUNCILMAN TERRY FAUST:

Congratulations to the Police Officers and Chief Lemons.  Regarding the Fire Department let’s get the hose as soon as possible because their safety is at risk. 

COUNCILMAN MATTHEW STANISZEWSKI:

We are looking at a new street sweeper and hopefully take some action.  We are using equipment that is over 20 years old, which is in repair most of the time.  Councilman Staniszewski stated he has been trying to get street sweeper replacement for years.  As far as the bonds, he hopes to get this done by May while interest rates are low.  Congratulations to the Police Officers and Chief as well as the Fire Department for doing a great job. 

MAYOR BRENDA DAVIS:

Thank you to Officer Becker for writing as many citations as he has done.  Last month the total of citations were 55 so Officer Becker worked very hard to protect the citizens in the City of Washington.  Also last month miles traveled were 8,678, this month is almost 500 more miles patrolled.  This does not include the foot patrols being done.  There were 150 more moving violations than last month which is outstanding; the possibilities here in the City are brighter.  Thank you to Chief Lemons for his hard work in this last month to put the Police Department where it has to be.   Mayor Davis stated she looked on WJPA Radio website and noticed for the first time that there is a traffic alert posted regarding traffic congestions/lane closures due to construction.   The City of Washington received notification from Senator Solobay that the DEP has awarded the Growing Greener Plus Grant in the amount of $250,000.

This funding will further the implementation of the water project for Catfish Creek.  This is a huge win for the City!  Thank you to everyone who worked hard to obtaining this award.  Lastly, Council has been working very hard to get the budget to the first reading -- with every member having input.  Thank you Council for working as a team.

19.
A Special Meeting of Washington City Council will be held on Tuesday, February 14, 2012, at 6PM in Council Chambers for the 2012 Budget, Salary Ordinance and General Purposes.

20.
The next Regular Meeting of Washington City Council will be held on Thursday, March 1, 2012, at 7PM in Council Chambers.  The Agenda Work Session will be held on Monday, February 27, 2012, at 6PM also in Council Chambers. 

21.     The Washington City Building will be closed on Monday, February 20, 2012 in observance of    

           Presidents’ Day.  Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 8:30AM. 

22       A motion to adjourn was made by Mayor Davis, seconded by Councilman Westcott and     unanimously carried.   








________________________________








Brenda Davis, Mayor

______________________________

Christy Thomas, City Clerk

